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Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 VALLET 00813 301247Z 
53 

ACTION DLOS-06 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 EUR- 12 ISO-OO ACDA-07 AGR-05 AID-05 

CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 CIEP-01 COME-OO DODE-OO 

DOTE-OO EB-07 EPA-01 ERDA-05 FEAE-00 FMC-01 TRSE-00 

H-02 INR-07 INT-05 IO-13 JUSE-00 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 

NSF-01 OES-06 OMB-01 PA-01 PM-04 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 SAL-01 /132W 

073659 

R 141030Z JUL 76 
FM AMEMBASSY VAT, LETT A 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6889 
INFO AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
USMISSION USUN 
AMCONSU HAMILTON 

CONFIDENTIAL VALLETTA 0813 

CORRECTED COPY FOR MRN 813 VIS A VIS 815 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLOS 

SUB J : LOS: SITE OF SEABED AUTHORITY 

REF: (A) VALLETTA 0613; (B) STATE 1 13529 

1 . REF A REPORTED MALTA'S CONTINUING EFFORTS TO WIN 
SUPPORT FOR ITS CANDIDACY AS THE SITE OF THE SEABED AUTHORITY. 
IN A JULY 13 DISUCSSION, FOREIGN SECRETARY ABELA RAISED 
THIS SUBJECT AND TOLD ME THAT THE MALTESE NOW BELIEVE THAT 
THEY "HAVE BROKEN THE CONSENSUS" OF THE GROUP OF 77 ON 
SUPPORTING JAMAICA'S BID FOR THE SITE. ABELA, WHILE 
RECOGNIZING THAT WE HAD BEEN LEANING TOWARD JAMAICA, 
THEREFORE HOPED THAT THE USG MIGHT CHANGE ITS VIEW AND 
SUPPORT MALTA INSTEAD. 
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2. ABELA SAID HE HAD RECEIVED INDICATIONS FROM NEW YORK 
THAT THE US ATTITUDE "HAD CHANGED." HE VERY MUCH HOPED 
THAT THIS WAS THE CASE AND ADDED THAT THEY HAD ALREADY 
RECEIVED PLEDGES OF SUPPORT FROM SEVERAL ARAB STATES. 

ABELA THOUGH THE DETERIORATING SECURITY SITUATION IN 
JAMAICA WOULD CAUSE MANY OTHER NATIONS TO RETHINK THIS 
QUESTION AND CAUSE THE TO THROW THEIR SUPPORT TO 
MALTA. 

2. I SAID THAT I WAS NOT AWARE THAT WE HAD YET TAKEN 
ANY FORMAL, PUBLIC POSITION ON THE SITE OF THE AUTHORITY 
BUT WOULD REPORT ABELA'S REQUEST TO THE DEPARTMENT. 

PLEASE ADVISE ON HOW TO RESPOND TO ABELA. SMITH 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW OF THE SEA, SEABED, ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ellisoob 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976VALLET00813 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760294-1258 
From: VALLETTA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760757/aaaabylr.tel 

Line Count: 75 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION DLOS 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 VALLETTA 613, 76 STATE 113529 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ellisoob 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 MAY 2004 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <24 AUG 2004 by ellisoob> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LOS: SITE OF SEABED AUTHORITY 
TAGS: PLOS, US, MT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



